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these educational ideas deserves brief mention, that is, the
organization of schools. In this respect, as well as in those
previously noticed, Comenius was quite two centuries ahead
of his contemporaries. In his Didactica Magnet, and more
especially in the Outline of the Pansophic School for the
Patak gymnasium, this subject is treated. As in the case of
'-he text-books, so also in this latter writing, the gymnasium or
{secondary school alone is dealt with. But these indicate in
detail the character of the work that would be included in
other phases of the educational system. The work of the
pansophic school, divided into seven classes, is indicated in
detail. Over the door of each class is placed an inscription ;
over that of the first class, the VestihnLir. " Let no one enter^
who cannot read"; over the second, the Jamtal, "Let no
one enter who is ignorant of mathematics "; over the Atrial,
" Let no one enter who cannot speak " ; over the Philosophi-
cal, "Let no one ignorant of history enter here"; over the
Logical, " Let no one enter who is ignorant of natural phi-
losophy " ; over the Political, " Let no one enter who cannot
reason"; over the Theological, "Let no one enter who is
irreligious."
Two grades of school were to precede the gymnasium;
first, the infant school; second, the vernacular school. Pre-
vious to the writing of the Didactica, Comenius had written
The School of the Mother's Knee, in which there is a remark-
able foreshadowing of the kindergarten. The purpose of the
book was to indicate to mothers how they could care for the
early education of their own children. The pansophic ideals
control even here, for the infant is to be instructed in history;
geography, even metaphysics, as well as to be cared for
physically and to be trained in games, sports, and manners..
But by these high-sounding names Comenius meant a very
feasible and desirable thing; namely, that the child's simple
experience as to locality, time, and casual relationship of
many events could be and should be made quite definite ever?